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- POLITICAL AI‘ID\—;S;ECIJRITY IMPLICATIONS OF‘ JAMMING BY USSR OF VOA/ BBC BROADCASTS
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The jamming of VOA and BBC Russlan language broadcasts by USSR transmit-
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N N Soviet strategy of preventing Western oriented information from reaging Soviet
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3 ‘g motivated by an immediate desire to withhold from the Soviet population any
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e N on the Berlin blockade, and to give the Kremlin a monopoly on the interpreta-
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ili tion of events in the CFM meeting. However, the complexities of a jamming
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;‘i 'i operation large enough to cover the 110 frequencies on which VOA and BBC are
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money, men and material not readily available or quickly assembled. The USSR
began interfering with VOA broadcasts well over a year ago, particularly in

the Far Hast where the techniques for the present large-scale operation were

i VoAY g )tgal:z.
probably perfected. This initial interference was continued epewadieally,
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jamming system, employingdGermanlwar time techniques and both foreign and

domest-ic' equipment. The Rresent effort requires the USSR to reallocate some
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of the transmitters used for their own forelgrll’(‘ broadcasts in order to cover
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the necessary frequencies during those periocds of VOA/BBC full-scale broadcast—
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Moreover, in order to jam those VOA/BBC frcquenc:Les operating near their own,
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The very use of jamning has given VOA and BBC wide advertisement and

probably has tended to increase the reportedly great curiosity of the Soviet
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tion of curiosity on the part of Soviet citizens;\ is an illustration of the
regime's desperate obsession to control all sources of information. Since VOA

and BBC represented the greatest br this control, the Kremlin was moved
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to undertake the present‘\%m-Md" interference, and will certainly be intent
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on increasing this interference to as close to 100% efficiency as possibles

It seems logical, furthermore, thatyhjamming will be further extended to
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include the VOA/BBC satellite%roadcasts vhen technically feasible. In this
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e tﬁéwm—;ffe;:t on US security is the serlous reduction

in the presentation of the Western viewpoint on the internal and foreign policies
of the USSR; There are far-reaching militery implicetions of even greater
importance to US Becurity, which are brought out by the comparative success
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